


English Drama (Sem V)
Unit III & IV
Q. What is a Drama (Play)?
Meaning of Drama: A drama is also called a play. It is a form of literature. It is written mainly to be performed by actors on a stage before an audience. The word "drama" comes from the Greek word dran, which means "to act" or "to do." Drama is not like novels or short stories. A drama tells its story mainly through dialogue and action rather than narration.
Origin of Drama: Drama originated in ancient Greece during the 6th century BCE. It developed from religious festivals held in honour of the Greek god Dionysus. Greek playwrights such as Sophocles, Aeschylus, and Euripides laid the foundation of Western drama. In India, the tradition of drama is closely associated with Bharata Muni's “Natyashastra”. In India, “Natyashastra” is one of the earliest works on dramatic theory.
Elements of Drama: The main elements of drama are plot, characters, dialogue, setting, theme, conflict, and stage directions. A play is usually divided into acts and scenes. Play is not written to be read. Play is meant to be seen and heard. This makes play different from other literary forms.
Types of Drama: The major types of drama are tragedy, comedy, tragicomedy, melodrama, farce, historical drama, and one-act play. For example, Shakespeare's “Hamlet” is a tragedy, “A Midsummer Night's Dream” is a comedy, and Stanley Houghton's “The Dear Departed” is a social comedy. In Indian literature, Kalidasa's “Abhijnanashakuntalam” is one of the greatest classical plays.
Function and Nature of Drama: Drama entertains, educates (teaches morals), and inspires people. It is the reflection of human life, emotions, relationships, and social issues. This makes drama one of the most important and influential forms of literature.


Q. A note on Structure of Drama: Plot, Character, Dialogue, Conflict, and Stage.
The structure of drama refers to the main parts that work together in a play. These elements help the audience enjoy and understand the story.
Plot and its parts: The plot is the sequence of events in a play. It has a proper beginning, middle, and end. A good plot usually includes exposition (introduction), rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution. For example, in Shakespeare's ‘Hamlet’, the plot revolves around Prince Hamlet's attempt to avenge his father's murder. In classical drama, the plot follows the three unities (Time, Place, and Action). [See notes on exposition, climax, rising and falling action, resolution, peripeteia, anagnorisis)
Characters: Characters are the people in the play. They may be major (main characters) or minor (supporting characters). They can also be Hero, Heroine, Villain, Anti-Hero, stock characters, etc. Characters are given dialogue and action to move the story forward. In Shakespeare’s ‘Hamlet’, Prince Hamlet is the Hero, and King Claudius is the villain. 
Dialogue: The conversation between characters is called dialogue. It reveals their thoughts, feelings, motives, and personalities. Good dialogue develops the plot. It also creates interest. To tell the story, drama depends mainly on dialogue.
Conflict: Conflict is the struggle or problem that drives the action of the play. It may be between two characters, between a character and society, nature, or fate. This is called external conflict. An internal conflict takes place within the character's own mind. Conflict creates tension and keeps the audience interested.
Stage: The stage is the place where a play is performed. It is also called spectacle. It includes the setting, scenery, lighting, costumes, props, scenery, and sound effects. Stage directions are written by the playwright. They guide the actors about movements, expressions, entrances, exits, and actions.
Together, plot, character, dialogue, conflict, and stage form the basic structure of drama. These elements make a play meaningful, interesting, and effective for both readers and audiences.


Q. Origin of Tragedy.
Drama is divided into two kinds: Tragedy and Comedy. Tragedy deals with the dark and serious side of life. It ends with tragic events. For Aristotle, tragedy is the greatest form of poetry (literature). 
Origin: Tragedy is one of the oldest and most important forms of drama. The word "tragedy" comes from the Greek word tragōidia, meaning "goat song." It originated in ancient Greece during the 6th century BCE. Tragedy developed from religious festivals held in honour of the Greek god Dionysus. He is the god of wine and fertility. During these festivals, people sang and performed choral songs, which gradually developed into dramatic performances.
The first great writers of Greek tragedy were Aeschylus (the father of Greek tragedy), Sophocles, and Euripides. They established tragedy as a serious dramatic form. It presents human suffering and their fate. Their tragedies are considered a form of classical tragedy. 
Aristotle, in his ‘Poetics’, defines tragedy as “… an imitation of action that is serious, complete and of a certain magnitude …” He has given six important parts of tragedy. According to him, tragedy is the highest form of literature. He gave importance to the three unities and the chorus. 
Later, tragedy became popular in many countries, especially in England. In England, William Shakespeare wrote famous romantic tragedies such as Hamlet, Macbeth, Othello, and King Lear. He did not follow the three unities and the chorus. So, his plays were full of action.
Thus, tragedy teaches moral lessons. It shows how wrong decisions and weakness in personality lead the characters to face suffering and downfall.  


Q. Features of Tragedy:
Aristotle, in his ‘Poetics’, defines tragedy is “… an imitation of action that is serious, complete and of a certain magnitude …” He has given six important parts of tragedy. According to him, tragedy is the highest form of literature. He gave importance to the three unities and the chorus. But Shakespeare did not follow the three unities and the chorus in his plays.
Features: 
· It is a serious form of drama. The plot (story) may be real or entirely fictional.
· Ancient tragedy used a chorus and ‘the Three Unities’.
· It deals with important themes such as fate, justice, ambition, love, and death. 
· It is the story of a single hero, or a single hero and heroine.
· The hero is a noble or heroic protagonist from a royal family. 
· The hero has a tragic flaw/weakness in his character. Aristotle calls it Hamartia. 
· It contains intense conflict and suffering. 
· The conflict can be internal or external or both.
· It usually ends in disaster or the death of the hero (with the heroine). 
· It aims to create Catharsis, the purification of emotions like pity and fear, in the audience. 
· According to Aristotle, this purification is called catharsis (emotional purification). It gives a higher kind of pleasure to the audience.
· It teaches moral and philosophical lessons about human life.
In the modern age, tragedy changed drastically. Modern writers have made experiments with plot, characters, spectacles (stage setting), themes, etc. Still, many of the above-listed features can be found in the present modern tragedy. 
Example: The Riders to the Sea by J. M. Synge, Hamlet by Shakespeare.


Q. What is a Comedy? Or Write a note on the origin of Comedy. 
Drama is divided into two kinds: Tragedy and Comedy. Comedy deals with the light side of life. Comedy is an imitation of follies / mistakes of ordinary people.  But it exaggerates the mistakes and behaviour of these people. It uses ordinary language (not poetic) for dialogues. It ends with a comic incident.
Comedy is one of the oldest and most popular forms of drama. It usually ends happily. It is a type of play that aims to entertain the audience through humour, wit, and comic situations. 
Origin: The word "comedy" comes from the Greek word kōmōidia, which means "festive song" or "song of celebration." Comedy originated in ancient Greece during the 6th century BCE. 
The greatest writer of Greek comedy was Aristophanes. Later, Menander developed comedy. They wrote satirical plays. They criticised politics and social evils. They wrote classical comedies. So, they followed the three unities and the chorus. 
In England, William Shakespeare became famous for his romantic comedies. He did not follow the three unities and the chorus. He wrote comedies such as ‘A Midsummer Night's Dream’, ‘As You Like It’, ‘The Merchant of Venice’, and ‘Twelfth Night’.
The purpose of comedy is not only to make people laugh but also to criticise human weaknesses. Through laughter and entertainment, comedy teaches valuable lessons about human behaviour. 

Q. Features of Comedy.
The word "comedy" comes from the Greek word kōmōidia, which means "festive song" or "song of celebration." Comedy originated in ancient Greece during the 6th century BCE. 
The features of comedy are:
· Comedy usually ends happily. Often, comedy ends with marriage, reunion, or compromise. 
· Its theme is light and humorous subjects. 
· It deals with the everyday life of ordinary people. 
· The mistakes of common/ ordinary people are exaggerated in comedy.
· Ordinary language, not ornamental, is used for dialogues. 
· The scenes are intended to entertain and make the audience laugh. 
· It uses humour, wit (repartee), irony, satire, and mistaken identity (disguise). 
· Sometimes, it presents conflicts that are solved by the end. 
· It exposes human faults and social problems in a humorous way. 
· It includes satire intended to correct the satirised person/manner/issue.
Examples of Comedy
· William Shakespeare –  The Merchant of Venice, A Midsummer Night's Dream, As You Like It, Twelfth Night 
· Stanley Houghton – The Dear Departed (Social Comedy)


Q. Farce and Melodrama.
	Melodrama
	Farce

	Meaning: A serious play with strong emotions and exciting events. It is a debased form of tragedy.
	Meaning: A humorous play based on exaggerated and ridiculous situations. It is an exaggerated form of comedy. So, the story is not real.

	Purpose: Its purpose is to create sympathy, suspense, and emotional excitement.
	Purpose: Its purpose is to make the audience laugh through jokes and foolish situations. It provokes hearty laughter.

	Tone: The tone is serious, emotional, and sentimental.
	Tone: Here, the tone is light-hearted, comic, and amusing.

	Songs: Originally, songs/melody and music were given more importance in the story. Not now, it is given less importance.
	Songs: In farce, songs/melody are not important in the story.

	Theme: The themes of melodrama can be Good versus evil, love, sacrifice, justice, revenge.
	Theme: The themes of farce are foolish behaviour, misunderstandings, mistaken identity, and everyday comic problems.

	Characters: There is a clear division between heroes, heroines, villains, and victims.
	Characters: Here, we cannot divide characters into heroes or villains. They are all funny, foolish, eccentric, and exaggerated people.

	Plot: Plot of melodrama is full of suspense, danger, coincidence, and dramatic twists.
	Plot: Plot is based on confusion, accidents, misunderstandings, and impossible situations.

	Conflict: Serious moral or emotional conflict.
	Conflict: Comic conflict caused by mistakes, confusion, or silly actions.

	Dialogue: Dialogues are emotional, dramatic, and expressive.
	Dialogue: Dialogues are quick, witty, humorous, and full of jokes.

	Scenes: Bloodshed, murder, mutation, hanging, stabbing, etc are shown on the stage.
	Scene: Foolish behaviour, slapstick, horseplay, mispronunciations, fumbles, mismatched actions, etc., are shown on the stage.

	Ending: In melodrama, good usually wins over evil; justice is restored.
	Ending: In farce, problems are solved happily, often in a funny way.

	Effect on Audience: It creates pity, fear, excitement, and sympathy.
	Effect on Audience: It creates laughter, amusement, and entertainment.

	Examples: Webster’s The Duchess of Malfi, 
	Examples: Shakespeare’s The Midsummer Night’s Dream, Charlie Chapin’s videos




Q. A one-act play 
A one-act play is a short, concise drama. Its action takes place within a single act. The action may last from 10 minutes to an hour. It focuses on a singular event. It is either a pure (complete) comedy or a pure tragedy. 
Origin: The origin of the one-act play is found in the Mystery and Miracle Plays. Later on, Interludes of the 15th century developed this short form of drama. There are many common elements in the Interludes and the modern One-Act plays. 
Key Elements 
· Brevity and Focus: Brevity is the soul of a one-act play. The story centres around a single situation or problem. Subplots are omitted to maintain a tight narrative. 
· Structure: Similar to longer plays, a one-act play contains an exposition, rising action, climax, and a resolution. The climax usually arrives quickly, leading rapidly to the ending.  It is a smaller version of a full-length play.
· Characters: The characters are usually limited to about two to seven characters. This ensures the progress of story within a short timeframe.
· Dialogue: Dialogues are carefully chosen. Each sentence contributes something to the plot.
· Setting: The action takes place in a single setting / place. It avoids confusing scenes. 
Famous Examples 
· "The Boor" by Anton Chekhov, “The Riders to the Sea” by J. M. Synge, “The Dear Departed” by Stanley Houghton, etc.


Q. Features / characteristics of a One-Act Play.
A one-act play is a short, concise drama that takes place within a single act. Its features are:
1. Single Act – It consists of only one act. The story is usually completed in one sitting.
2. Short Duration – It generally lasts 10 to 60 minutes.
3. One Main Theme – It focuses on a single central idea or problem.
4. Limited Characters – It has only a few characters. They may range from two to seven.
5. Single Setting – The action usually takes place in one location.
6. Simple Plot – The story is straightforward and simple. To avoid complications no subplots is mixed in the main story.
7. Unity of Time, Place, and Action – one act play naturally follows the three unities. The events occur within a short period (time). It takes place at one location (place). It revolves around one action, without any subplot (action).
8. Quick Development – The conflict develops quickly and reaches the climax without delay.
9. Surprise or Strong Ending – It often ends with an emotional, or unexpected conclusion.
10. Easy to Stage – It requires simple sets, fewer props, and minimal technical arrangements.
Famous Examples: "The Boor" by Anton Chekhov, “The Riders to the Sea” by J. M. Synge, “The Dear Departed” by Stanley Houghton, etc.
These are the main features of a one-act play.


Unit – 4: Literary Terms
1. Comic Relief
Comic relief is a funny scene, dialogue, or character in a serious play. It usually takes place before a serious action. This humour relieves the tension (seriousness) of the audience.
Example:
In “Macbeth”, the Porter scene is comic relief after King Duncan's murder. In “Hamlet”, the Grave Digger’s Scene after the death of Ofelia. 


2. Prologue
A prologue is the introduction to a play. It comes before the first act. It gives background information about the story or characters. Here, writer tells his intension behind writing the play. Sometimes, it plays the role of exposition. 
Example:
In “Romeo and Juliet”, the prologue tells the audience about the rivalry of two families. In Shaw’s “Pygmalion”, the prologue comments on the need to improve English pronunciation. 


3. Imitation (Mimesis)
The term imitation came from the Greek word ‘mimesis’. Imitation means representing (imitating) real life in literature or drama. According to Aristotle, drama is an imitation of human actions. In tragedy, serious actions of human beings are imitated. In comedy, the foolish actions of lower people are imitated. 
Example:
In “Hamlet”, serious actions in the life of Prince Hamlet are imitated.


4. Buskin
A buskin is a high-heeled, thick-soled, laced boot. It was used in ancient Greek tragedies. The Tragic Hero wore it. It became a symbol of tragedy. In comedy, actors used Sock boot.
Example:
Ancient Greek tragic heroes wore buskins to appear taller and more impressive. King Oedipus.

5. Subplot
A subplot is a sub-story that runs parallel to the main story. It supports the main story to highlight its theme and message. Aristotle advised to avoid subplot. But Shakespeare skilfully used subplot in his many plays.
Example:
In “King Lear”, main plot consists of King Lear and his three daughters. The sub-plot contains the story of Gloucester and his two sons.

6. Antihero
An antihero is the main (central) character. But S/he does not have the qualities of a traditional hero. S/he does not perform any adventurous and brave work.  S/He is weak, helpless, and unheroic figure.  S/He suffers in the hands of other characters. At the end of comedy, the antihero found him/herself fortunate and happy. But at the end of tragedy, the antihero suffers a lot and/or dies. 
Example:
George Barnwell is the antihero in George Lillo’s “The London Merchant”. William Falder is the antihero in John Galsworthy’s “Justice”.

7. Aside
An aside is a type of soliloquy. It is a short speech spoken by a character on stage in the presence of other characters. But the only audience can listen to this speech. It is supposed that other characters on stage have not listened to it. It is a stage device. It is mostly used to create humour.
Example:
In “Othello”, Iago often speaks asides to reveal his evil plans to the audience. Marathi movies have abundantly used asides. The episodes from “Mahrastrachi Hasya Jatra” also have liberal use of asides.

8. Climax
The climax is the most exciting and important point of a play. It is the turning point of the story. This is the point where the conflict reaches its highest stage. It is also called peak of the plot. From climax all the complication began to resolve. The story moves to its end.
Example:
In “Hamlet”, the mouse-trap scene is the climax of the tragedy.
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